
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 1 

 2 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 3 

 4 

OCTOBER 16, 2017 5 

 6 
  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 7 
10:30 AM Bid Opening – 2018 Stabilizer Supply – Public Works – Amanda Moody 8 
11:00 AM Update – Public Works – Josh Thomson, Ben Rough 9 
  1:30 PM Board of Health 1234 S.2nd Ave, Okanogan 10 
  3:30 PM Citizens Comment Period 11 
  4:30 PM Approve Consent Agenda 12 
 13 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on October 16, 14 
2017, Chairman Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch, Commissioner 15 
Andy Hover and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present.  16 
 17 
Commissioners convened the board at 9:00 a.m. 18 

 19 

Review Commissioners’ Agenda and Consent Agenda 20 

Commissioners reviewed their meeting minutes of October 9 and 10, 2017 and this week’s 21 

agenda. 22 

 23 

Commissioner Hover will not be here tomorrow due to personal reasons.  Commissioner 24 

Hover would like an AGO on whether or not a county commissioner can call in via 25 

conference call to vote when there is a tie breaker needed. Or can the calling commissioner 26 

vote when there would not be a quorum otherwise. Would a telephonic meeting be legal if 27 

no commissioners were actually present but the meeting was stated on the agenda or 28 

special meeting notice that it would be held telephonically in the commissioners hearing 29 

room?   30 

 31 

Briefing Among Commissioners 32 

Director Huston stopped by to explain the Planning Commission meeting is set but stated 33 

the fifth member on the commission is sort of up in the air. Miller has not been replaced or 34 

removed and he serves the at large position. The Commission is still down two at large in 35 

Dist. #2 and Dist. #1. The commissioners will try and find someone for the positions.   36 

 37 

Commissioner DeTro updated the board on the Grazing Permit meeting with Jim Pena & 38 

Williams and the permittees. It did not appear the FS wished to change anything until the 39 

reality of the situation was explained. There was a discussion about George Thornton who 40 

did the range assessments last year and he has a Blog that is totally against cattle on the 41 

range and that is a conflict of interest. A letter may be sent out to the permittees explaining 42 

the error in judgement in sending the letters to the permittees.  43 

 44 
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Commissioners called in to a DNR meeting with Ferry Stevens and Okanogan County fire 45 

officials at 9:45 a.m. to learn if DNR will lift their burn ban. The commissioners wish to 46 

consider lifting the County’s burn ban in coordination with the other state agencies, Fire 47 

Districts and recommendations of Kevin Bowling who is the Omak fire chief. The county has 48 

received some rainfall and snow in the higher elevations and the temperatures have been 49 

moderate. However there has not been significant moisture in the lower elevations.  50 

 51 

Motion Resolution 173-2017 Lifting the Burn Ban 52 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve resolution 173-2017 lifting the county burn ban. 53 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  54 

 55 

Katie Haven, member of the public taking notes on her computer came in at 10:25 a.m. 56 

 57 

The Clerk of the Board presented a letter request from Kevin Newport on the rental of 58 

the fairgrounds Agriplex for his Inflatables R Us small business. He would like to be able 59 

to rent the Agriplex at an affordable rate for parties that use the inflatables. $715 is just 60 

too much. The letter indicated that due to the cost being so high it eliminates small 61 

businesses from using it as not many can afford the rate. It is better to rent it often at an 62 

affordable rate than to not rent it at all. The commissioners believe the cost is high due 63 

to the cost to heat the space. It would be great to have a list of entities that are 64 

interested in using the Agriplex. If there were vendors in addition to the Inflatables R Us 65 

that would be willing to share the costs that could be a way to reduce costs. Alternative 66 

heating sources were discussed.  Commissioner Branch thought Economic Alliance 67 

Director Holder-Deifenbach could provide some additional insight on the use of the 68 

space. Commissioner Hover stated there is a feasibility study happening in the Methow 69 

for a USDA meat packing unit and there might be some additional information available.  70 

 71 

Discussion – Courthouse Complex Energy Project – Ameresco & DES 72 

Kurt, Kirsten, Joe Poulin 73 

 74 

Kurt Lundgren updated the board on the status of the courthouse energy project. He 75 

expects to have all the paperwork turned in by the 3rd of November. He is working with 76 

PUD on the rebate with testing. Ameresco will measure and verify and copies of those 77 

calculations will be used and the energy savings guaranteed. He talked with Ken 78 

Stanley of PUD. The portion of the rebate project is under BPA and Mr. Starkey. They 79 

reference Ameresco calculations and look at what the bills reflect compared to what we 80 

say they should be. They are few months behind to verify then provide the check to us 81 

directly. Before close out the project will be discussed with PUD and Ameresco to get as 82 

close to an estimate as possible. It should be very close to what we expect then about 83 

six months after that. Commissioner Hover asked if what they look at it there is a 84 

disparity. Ameresco can look at it and make adjustments to resolve. If there is an error it 85 
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is identified and made up for in the end, but it is rare. They added more savings with 86 

increased splits and other things above and beyond the strategies in the jail in terms of 87 

an energy standpoint to put us where we expect. He is confident the energy savings will 88 

be met. The courthouse billing cycle for PUD will show more us the savings. The 89 

temperature controls are much better in the courthouse. There is a one year M&V in 90 

place, but the county can pay for additional years afterward. Another punch list will be 91 

done and Kurt will update the board on what is found if anything. He really wants to hit 92 

the done date as everyone is really looking forward to completing the project.  93 

 94 

Commissioner DeTro explained the boiler was so old it was a time bomb and the 95 

county’s only option was to decommission it and way past its service life. Kurt Lundgren 96 

of Ameresco and Kirsten Wilson of Dept. of Enterprise Services will doing a walk-97 

through of the project this morning.   98 

 99 

Motion Directing County DPA Gecas to Draft a Resolution 100 

Commissioner Branch moved to direct DPA attorney Gecas to draft a resolution that 101 

would allow the commissioners to meet via teleconference call and make discussions. 102 

While the AGO can give an opinion the board is bound by a moral obligation to be 103 

present during the meeting and decision making and keeping with doing business even 104 

when there is something personal the board member has they should have the ability to 105 

make a decision.  Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  106 

 107 

Commissioners adjourned for lunch at 11:53 a.m. 108 

 109 

Discussion – Planning – Applicator Grant Program – Perry Huston 110 

 111 

Update – Planning – Perry Huston to follow 112 

Craig Nelson explained the Voluntary Stewardship Program as the Conservation District 113 

can meet bench marks and goals and at the same time be way over the mark. Potential 114 

options were based on Grant County’s communities. Those are more straight-lined. It is 115 

what works for them. He isn’t sure of the long term implications. If we break it up we 116 

have the Methow and Chelan County would be lumped together. The Okanogan foster 117 

creek southeast corner of the Okanagan and it was included in the water shed plan for 118 

Okanogan. It doesn’t make sense to plan in Douglas count when it is actually in 119 

Okanogan. How frequently the practices are implemented by those signed up is one 120 

way to measure the success. When VSP was conceived by Rucklehouse they were 121 

looking at it based on what was happening on the ground. Mr. Nelson explained what 122 

the bench marks and goals might include things in the five benefit areas that limit 123 

impacts on critical areas or recharge areas that would have to be shown.  124 

 125 
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Commissioner DeTro explained why there was some vacillation with regards to pilot 126 

programs. The county has been leery when the guarantee to opt out was not there. But 127 

then it became a more stable way to initially fund studies.  Mr. Nelson is looking at the 128 

program in terms of what it will take after it is in place for administering reporting 129 

requirements, tracking system that is simple and understandable that will show we are 130 

meeting benchmark and goals.  131 

 132 

The commissioners thanked Mr. Nelson for the information. 133 

 134 

Lake Management District 135 

Discussion with applicator 136 

Briefing from workshop on Oct. 10, 2017 137 

Anna Lyon, Ford Waterstrat and Applicator?? 138 

Director Huston presented the maps with the new boundaries of the Lake Management 139 

district. The maps exclude the secondary parcels that were original considered. This 140 

criteria only includes the primary parcels and those are shown on the map. They have 141 

verifiable access to the lake. He explained what the work group looked at. The original 142 

total was 272 primary parcels, now is it is 330 primary parcels. The assessment fee total 143 

is dependent on the filtering that will follow.  144 

 145 

The work group ford Waterstrat explained the first thing was to go to the OTID to find 146 

out where the irrigation pumps were. They started at 1300 ft on either side of the 147 

pumps. Commissioner Hover asked where that number came from. The applicator 148 

explained how that number came about. The labels on the aquatic chemicals state the 149 

limitations for product travel. It is a safety requirement. The products are very short lived 150 

at only a few hours and up to one or two days. They also work with irrigators to turn off 151 

the water and testing can be done. DOE governs the applicator in addition to DOA. 152 

Homeowners are notified 10 days before and docks are closed 24 hours before 153 

application. Labels and MDNS sheets are provided if asked. Not treatment happens 154 

during fish windows or during harvest. Commissioner Hover asked how currents play 155 

into the situation and what the likelihood of product reaching organic growers. The 156 

applicator explained testing happens to ensure it doesn’t reach organic productions.  157 

 158 

The Hort. Council, Sam Schaefer, was contacted stated Mr. Waterstrat and he 159 

discussed with him the 1300 ft. restriction and Hort. Council said there would not be any 160 

problem. The applicator said as long as the information and questions are answered 161 

people generally don’t have any complaints. Educating people on the products is 162 

critical. Combination of products have benefits that create a more efficient result. 163 

 164 
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Director Huston explained representation of the Farm Bureau, Trinity Stucker, was in 165 

attendance at the workshop. The assessment numbers will be recalculated and when 166 

the commissioners are comfortable, another public hearing will need to be set. 167 

Commissioners would like continued good coordination with the growers moving 168 

forward.  169 

 170 

Marijuana Advisory Committee 171 

Third meeting update  172 

The following members were chosen to serve on the committee. Paul Neir, Don Gray, 173 

Kelsey Taylor, Andi Ervin, George Zittel, Jeremy Moberg, Keith Kistler, Matt Frigone, 174 

Brad Skelton, Linda Pierce 175 

 176 

Director Huston explained concerns from the group on the membership of the group. 177 

There is a ten member panel regardless. It appears they are productive and a new map 178 

criteria was generated so a new map is being created from that. Orchard activities are 179 

identified and areas where the marijuana activities are appropriate will be delineated. 180 

Industrial Hemp production may be a later discussion topic.  181 

 182 

USFS 183 

Letter Smokejumper Base 184 

The commissioners reviewed the draft letter regarding the Smokejumper Base. The 185 

tone appears appropriate. Commissioner Hover stated the letter should be an invitation 186 

to meet at their location or TwispWorks to outline how the FS obtains capital expense 187 

monies and how we can help move that along. 188 

 189 

Ordinance 190 

OCC 17A.400 water availability study area 191 

Update 192 

Director Huston explained the items the Hearing Examiner is dealing with and what 193 

kinds of environmental reviews may be necessary.  194 

 195 

Ordinance  196 

OCC 17A.270 nightly rentals 197 

Update 198 

 199 

Leah McCormack came in at 2:50 p.m. to discuss the tax title property and the 200 

resolution that directs here to include it in the public auction to get it back on the tax 201 

rolls.  202 

203 
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Commissioner Hover discussed going into executive session about the sales of county 204 

property. The resolution just gives her the direction to advertise the public auction sale 205 

in December during the foreclosure sales. The county doesn’t really own the property as 206 

it is tax title property that isn’t required to be surplussed, but it does go to public auction.  207 

 208 

Motion Resolution 175 -2017 Tax Title Property 209 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve resolution 175-2017 regarding tax title property 210 

to be sold at public auction and to set the minimum sale price at $5000. Motion was 211 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 212 

 213 

Champerty Shores Sewer Extension Update 214 

Champerty Shores sewer extension request was discussed. There was a meeting held 215 

with the new president, Rod Noel PW for Oroville several association members and 216 

Director Huston who discussed fees that would pay for the extension. It would take 217 

about $250,000 and those present were interested in paying for it by revenue bond. The 218 

homeowners association was prepared to do the design work and pay for it. Easements 219 

will be needed as well. The county and the city could put together a revenue bond of a 220 

locally approved district. Administration of the district is still unknown. The easiest way 221 

to collect fees is through their monthly sewer bill. Commissioner Hover stated it is an 222 

extension of the sewer system including the current lots in the current section which are 223 

about 40 lots including those that border Champerty Shores. Director Huston suggested 224 

running the properties through the mapping system to map them all out.  225 

 226 

Motion Tonasket Ems District  227 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 228 

District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 229 

Director Huston explained a new contract and resolution for Ambulance Services 230 

for Tonasket EMS District was drafted and presented to the commissioners for 231 

consideration. He explained what changes were made and what the outcome would 232 

be. The contract is currently being reviewed by legal staff for legal feedback and to 233 

Risk Management on the indemnity. Once feedback is considered it will be 234 

presented for commissioner signature.  235 

 236 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the 237 

Tonasket EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $15,035.42. Motion 238 

was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 239 

 240 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS and Reconvene as 241 

the Oroville Rural EMS District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion 242 

carried. 243 
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 244 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Oroville Rural EMS District vouchers in 245 

the amount of $9,680 for September Ambulance Services. Motion was seconded, 246 

all were in favor, motion carried. 247 

 248 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the Oroville Rural EMS and Reconvene 249 

as the BOCC Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 250 

 251 

OCC 20  252 

Update 253 

Director Huston provided update of the event center question on interruptibility on 254 

exempt well activity. DOE did not send comments on that so he will try and pick that up 255 

again. The administrative appeals were discussed and what decisions are being 256 

considered for approval analysis on hydraulic continuity. He may amend his decision 257 

reflecting the findings and feeding that back to the Yakama Nation.  258 

 259 

Motion CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Grant Request #4 260 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Grant No. 16-261 

62210-029 Request #4 in the amount of $7,125.11 and authorize the chairman to sign. 262 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  263 

 264 

Motion CDBG Public Services Grant Request #1 265 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve CDBG Public Services Grant No. 17-62210-266 

029 Request #1 in the amount of $10,080.87 and authorize the chairman to sign. Motion 267 

was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  268 

 269 

The commissioners discussed the MOU with Multi-County Governmental Group for 270 

Behavioral Health & Primary Car Integration they thought the document should have 271 

had language regarding Okanogan County specifically that addressed how the MOU 272 

would be handled if Okanogan County became a mid-adopter and the rest of the 273 

counties did not.  274 

 275 

The commissioners discussed the also discussed the Interlocal Agreement for Mental 276 

Health & Substance Abuse Disorder Treatment & Services and language that did not 277 

speak about Okanogan County becoming a mid-adopter with North Central BHO and 278 

how that extraction might happen. There is a meeting among the noted counties to 279 

discuss Integration and options, Conditions and Contingency review, and a voting 280 

process that would Vet all options, individual county supported options, and an if not 281 

unanimous agreement of all counties then all would be on time adopter of FIMC. 282 
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Commissioner Branch will attend the conference call and report back to the rest of his 283 

board on that.  284 

 285 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 286 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and 287 

those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been 288 

recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by 289 

unanimous vote, to approve the regular vouchers in the amount of $26,388.69 and Payroll 290 

vouchers in the amount of $889,800.37. Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket 291 

voucher list. Motion seconded and carried.  292 

Motion Public Health Voucher 293 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Public Health Payroll Vouchers in the amount of 294 

$30,368.21 Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion was 295 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  296 

 297 

Review Meeting Minutes 298 

 299 

Commissioners adjourned for the day at 5:00 p.m. 300 


